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The Genesee River is the lifeblood of the Greater Rochester Region. From  
the abundant farms of the Genesee Valley to the industrial heritage of the City,  
the Genesee River has defined who we are and how our community developed.

In 2018 the City along with our partners at the State of New York, 
launched an ambitious 500 million dollar initiative to truly release the 
full potential of our river. Roc the Riverway is a series of projects which 
celebrate the past and build for the future. They will transform this 
former industrial waterway into a community recreational corridor that 

provides opportunities for all to interact with water. Celebrate this 
transformation with us! Come out, 

experience a weekend of activities and 
learn more about our community’s 

vision for the future. 

To view and register for this year’s  
Roc the Riverway events, visit  

www.cityofrochester.gov/roctheriverwayweekend.

FRIDAY, October 1, 6 A.m.–  
7 p.m.: Fall SalmOn run  
Daily until November for anglers and 
spectators. Seth Green Drive and  
Norton Street off St. Paul Boulvard. 
This section of the Genesee River offers 
some of the most exciting fishing in 
New York State- right in the city.

1–5 p.m.: ChARlotte GeneSee 
liGhthOuSe touRS. Tour the oldest 
surviving aid to navigation lighthouse  
on Lake Ontario (1822); climb the  
Octagonal Tower to see the new 4th 
order Fresnel Lens and a great pan-
orama view of Lake Ontario and the 
surrounding area. In the Keeper’s House, 
view the history of lighthouses in the 
area, display of Ontario Beach Park 
from the 1870s to 1920s, a new display 
on women’s rights, a stove that washes 
clothes, the lockups of Charlotte & 
more. Outside take a walk through  
the War of 1812 International Peace 
Garden. Admission: 18 years & older, 

$5.00; 5-17 years old, $2.00 and  
4 and under, FREE. Open Fri., Sat.,  
& Sun. For further information call  
585-621-6179 or visit  
www.geneseelighthouse.org

ROC the River

http://www.cityofrochester.gov/roctheriverwayweekend
http://www.geneseelighthouse.org
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SaturDAY, October 2, 9–11 
A.m.: Clean-up At Seth GReen 
park. Get outside, get active and 
get involved in making Rochester 
a greener, cleaner city! The City of 
Rochester’s Department of Recre-
ation and Human Services is part-
nering with the Seneca Park Zoo 
Society to sponsor a series of park 
clean-up events along the Genesee 
Riverway Trail. Tools and gloves will 
be provided. Please dress for the 
weather and bring water to stay 
hydrated. Meet at the Seth Green 
parking lot. 

10 A.m.–12 p.m.: GuIDeD  
padDle AlOnG the GeneSee 
FROm petten Street. Join  
Genesee RiverWatch and the  
Genesee Waterways Center in 
celebrating ROC the Riverway 
Weekend. See the Genesee in its 
fall colors from the best viewpoint in 
the city – the seat of your canoe or 
kayak right at water level! Explore 
the river’s history from the pre-civil 
war underground railroad to today’s 
460-foot McKeil Spirit cement 
ship. Paddle along with great blue 
herons, egrets and (if we are lucky) 
eagles. Experience the solitude of 
our “Wilderness in a city” between 
Turning Point and Lower Falls – an 
unspoiled area where you will forget 
that you are in the midst of an urban 
metropolis.

Meet at the new ADA-compliant 
dock at the end of Petten Street off 
Lake Avenue. We will push off at 10 
a.m. and return around 1 p.m. Boat 
rental costs are: canoe - $50, double 
kayak - $50, single kayak - $25. 
Maximum two adults per canoe. All 
children under 18 must be accom-
panied by an adult. Pre-registration 
required at Genesee Waterways 
Center - Events & Registration. 
(Look for “Community Paddles”.)   
Call 585-328-3960 with questions.

10 A.m.–12 p.m.: StuRGeOn 
releAse In the GeneSee river.  
Join the United States Geologi-
cal Survey for a sturgeon release 
at Seth Green Park by Lower Falls. 
Learn about the 16 years of success-
ful sturgeon reintroduction, spray 
paint stenciled sturgeon awareness 
signage in multiple languages, be 
joined by “Seth” our 6 foot fiber-
glass sturgeon mascot and observe 
staff measure weight, length, girth 
and tag data. Attendees may  
participate in release of hatchery 
reared sturgeon into the lower  
Genesee River. 

10 A.m.–12 p.m.: roC the  
riverwAY GuIDeD bike ride. 
PowerPoint presentations not your 
thing? Experience all the progress 
on ROC the Riverway projects up 
close and on two wheels! Meet at 
the west end of the Pont de Rennes 
Bridge at High Falls and travel along 
the Genesee Riverway Trail and by 
streets to explore the recent and  
future enhancements to the river-
front. The tour will feature projects 
in High Falls, Downtown, and in the 
South River Corridor. Approximately 
6-mile ride with stops on flat terrain, 
city streets and paved trails.  
Helmets required.

10 A.m.–2 p.m.: touRS Of the 
lower FallS And Gorge. Join 
docents from the Maplewood 
Neighborhood Association and 
learn about the five bridges over  
the gorge, the rivalry between Car-
thage and Rochester and the river’s  
transformation from a place of  
industry to recreation. Tours are 
about 45 minutes long with the last 
tour starting around 1 p.m. Meet  
at the Maplewood Rose Garden 
Parking Lot.

11 A.m.–12 p.m.: mount Hope 
CemeterY: Ice CReam touR.  
Join the Friends of Mount Hope 
Cemetery for a “novelty” tour about 
one of Rochester’s earliest business-

es - the making and selling of ice 
cream and other sundries we still 
enjoy. Meet at the south gate, 1133 
Mount Hope Ave., Rochester, NY, 
(Opposite Distillery Restaurant).

11 A.m.–12 p.m.: mount Hope 
CemeterY: miScHief, murDeR 
& mayhem. Join the Friends of 
Mount Hope Cemetery to meet 
some permanent residents who 
bent, broke, or enforced the law, or 
whose lives met an unfortunate or 
grisly end. Meet at the North Gate 
House, 791 Mount Hope Ave.  
(opposite Robinson Dr.)

1–3 p.m.: touR Of ChARlotte 
HiGh ScHoOl Campus. Meet in 
the auditorium of the Leadership 
Academy (former Charlotte High) at 
4115 Lake Ave. for an open house 
and a talk on the WPA murals by 
Carl Peters. Learn the story of their 
1942 installation and efforts by the 
Class of 1945 to renovate them. 

:
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Then go upstairs with former gradu-
ates to view the CHS archives on 
the 5th floor. Mural note cards and 
books will be available to benefit 
the Archives. This event is free and 
sponsored by the Charlotte High 
School Archivist. Not recommended 
for children under 10. 

1–5 p.m.: ChARlotte GeneSee 
liGhthOuSe touRS. Tour the 
oldest surviving aid to navigation 
lighthouse on Lake Ontario (1822); 
climb the Octagonal Tower to see 
the new 4th order Fresnel lens and 
a great panorama view of Lake On-
tario and the surrounding area. In 
the Keeper’s House, view the history 
of lighthouses in the area, display 
of Ontario Beach Park from the 
1870s to 1920s, a new display on 
women’s rights, a stove that washes 
clothes, the lockups of Charlotte & 
more. Outside take a walk through 
the War of 1812 International Peace 
Garden. Admission: 18 years & 
older, $5.00; 5-17 years old, $2.00 

and 4 and under, FREE. Open Fri., 
Sat., & Sun. For further information 
call 585-621-6179 or visit  
www.geneseelighthouse.org.

2–3:30 p.m.: GuIDeD walkInG 
touR: beyonD FlOur  
And FlOweRS: InduStrY In 
roChester. Join staff from the 
Rochester Public Library and the 
Office of the City Historian for a 
guided walking tour focused on 
Rochester’s industrial heritage. The 
tour begins at the site of a former 
flour mill and ends at the site of a 
former seed store, representing two 
of the industries that give Rochester 
its nicknames as the Flour City and 
the Flower City. Along the way, we’ll 
explore some of the myriad enter-
prises that helped the city thrive and 
earn a reputation as a site of innova-
tion. The tour route is approximately 
1.1 miles. The tour is free, but  
pre-registration is encouraged: 
https://calendar.libraryweb.org/
event/8323077. Meet on the south 

terrace outside the Central Library 
of Rochester & Monroe County’s 
Rundel Memorial Building at the 
corner of South Avenue and Court 
Street.

2–5 p.m.: GeneSee valleY park 
FamilY nature walkS And 
nature Activities. The City of 
Rochester is partnering with The 
Cornell Cooperative Extension to 
offer an exciting variety of family fun 
activities including: learning to fish 
and practicing ‘casting your line’ 
(prizes to follow with a lucky catch!), 
fish trivia, making fish prints in the 
traditional Japanese method called 
Gyotaku and more! Open to all 
ages, join us to learn about how you 
and your family can help take care 
of our environment, including the 
mighty Genesee River which is the 
heart of our city. Parking available at 
the Genesee Waterways Center, 149 
Elmwood Ave. 

http://www.geneseelighthouse.org
https://calendar.libraryweb.org/event/8323077
https://calendar.libraryweb.org/event/8323077
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SunDAY, October 3, 12–1 p.m.: 
FamilY GuIDeD bike ride.   
This is a slow, relaxing bike ride 
meant for families and all ages 
of riders with stops at the Hojack 
Bridge Site, Charlotte Genesee 
Lighthouse, River St. Railroad 
Station, River St. Mural, Bill Davis 
Overlook and the Port of Rochester 
Marina. Then be back to the park in 
time for music and pumpkin deco-
rating. Meet at the parking lot near 
Bill Grays at 12:15 p.m. Masks and 
helmets required. Limited to 15  
riders. To register for the ride  
contact Jim Farr at James.Farr@
cityofrochester.gov. In case of 
inclement weather, ride may be 
cancelled on site at start time of  
the ride.

12–3 p.m.: Autumn At the 
lake, port Of roChester 
AlOnG the river. Come enjoy an 
afternoon of family fun in Charlotte. 
Explore the many area restaurants 
and businesses and the historic 
Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse as 
you enjoy a free concert by Latin 
Jazz favorite, the Mambo Kings, 
1-3 p.m. Event includes a children’s 
pumpkin patch, choose a pumpkin 
to decorate and take home (fee), 
take a glide on the 200 ft. long 
riverside zip line or a leisurely hay 
wagon ride around Ontario Beach 
Park. Demonstrations and displays 
by the Rochester Fire Department, 
including their new fire boat, and 
the Coast Guard all while enjoying 
your favorite beverage, food or treat 
from area businesses. Presented  
by the City and the Ontario Beach 
Park Program Committee. www.
Ontariobeachentertainment.org

1–2:30 p.m.: GuIDeD walkInG 
touR: douglaSs, AnthOny, 
And beyonD: ActiviSm &  
SoCiAl JuStIce In roChester. 
Join staff from the Rochester Public 
Library and the Office of the City 
Historian for a guided walking tour 

focused on Rochester’s rich history 
of social justice activism. While the 
city’s most famous agitators, Freder-
ick Douglass and Susan B. Anthony, 
figure prominently, the tour also will 
shed light on lesser-known stories of 
activism as expressed by the labor 
movement, the anti-draft move-
ment, the LGBTQ+ rights move-
ment and others. The tour route is 
approximately 1.1 miles. The tour is 
free, but pre-registration is encour-
aged: https://calendar.libraryweb.
org/event/8323113. Meet on the 
south terrace outside the Central 
Library of Rochester & Monroe 
County’s Rundel Memorial Building 
at the corner of South Avenue and 
Court Street.

1–5 p.m.: ChARlotte GeneSee 
liGhthOuSe touRS. Tour the 
oldest surviving aid to navigation 
lighthouse on Lake Ontario (1822); 
climb the Octagonal Tower to see 
the new 4th order Fresnel lens and 
a great panorama view of Lake  
Ontario and the surrounding area. 
In the Keeper’s House, view the  
history of lighthouses in the area, 
display of Ontario Beach Park from 
the 1870s to 1920s, a new display 
on Women’s rights, a stove that 
washes clothes, the lockups of  
Charlotte & more.  Outside take a 
walk through the War of 1812 Inter-
national Peace Garden. Admission: 
18 years & older, $5.00; 5-17 years 
old, $2.00 and 4 and under, FREE. 
Open Fri., Sat., & Sun. For further 
information call 585-621-6179 or 
visit www.geneseelighthouse.org.

2–4 p.m.: mount Hope  
CemeterY walkInG touR.   
This foundational tour is a two-
hour walk of approximately a mile 
on both paved roads and uneven 
terrain. This includes the graves of 
Susan B. Anthony and Frederick 
Douglass, topics of local history, 
horticulture, geology, architecture, 
monument symbolism and more. 

Tickets are $12 per person at the 
door, free for members, SNAP 
recipients and children under 16 
who are accompanied by a paying 
adult. Meet at the North Gatehouse 
at 791 Mount Hope Ave., opposite 
Robinson Drive.  

2–3 p.m.: ChARlotte villAge 
CemeterY touR. Meet tour guide 
Maureen Whalen on River St. for a 
guided tour of the old Village  
Cemetery. Visit the final resting 
place of daredevil Sam Patch, 
Charlotte’s first settler, a lighthouse 
keeper, the first doctor, its Custom 
Collector and a Navy veteran of the 
War of 1812. Admire the restora-
tion work done by the Navy Seabee 
Veterans of America, Island X-12,  
to reset and repair damaged  
headstones. Parking available  
on River St. Sponsored by the 
Charlotte-Genesee Lighthouse  
Historical Society.

mailto:James.Farr%40cityofrochester.gov.?subject=
mailto:James.Farr%40cityofrochester.gov.?subject=
http://www.Ontariobeachentertainment.org
http://www.Ontariobeachentertainment.org
https://calendar.libraryweb.org/event/8323113
https://calendar.libraryweb.org/event/8323113
http://www.geneseelighthouse.org
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you Can use youR phOne to take All Of these GuIDeD touRS!

1. Download 
“Tour Blend” 
from the App 

Store

2. Activate 
the Lower 
Genesee 

Loops Tour

3. Listen to the 
audio narration 

as you enjoy 
your walk

Tour Blend - Bringing Locations to Life - Tourblend.com

You can also use an iPhone to take guided tours along the Genesee River

#1 Lower Maplewood Park - Designed by the firm of 
Frederick Law Olmsted, the park provides a dramatic 
natural landscape on the west side of the Genesee River 
gorge.  The park includes a playground and a pond.

#2 Clean Waters Bridge- The bridge was built to hide two 6-
foot-diameter pipes which bring excess wastewater from 
the west side of the river to a treatment plant in on the east 
side.  Built in 1985, the twin arch ribs are 80 feet tall. Ramps 
and stairs provide safe pedestrian access to the bridge.

#3 One Cubic Foot – In 2015, photographer and 
environmentalist David Liittschwager documented the 
biodiversity of the Genesee River ecosystem.   He placed a 
one cubic foot frame into a shallow region of the river and 
recorded everything that moved in and out of the cube 
within a 24-hour period, creating a beautiful portrait of the 
rich biodiversity of the river.

# 4 Seneca Park Zoo - The Zoo started in 1894 by displaying 
deer and birds, and visitors could ride a Swan Boat around 
the pond located north of the current zoo.  In 1975, a grotto 
was built to house the Zoo's two famous polar bears.  They 
were named Penny and Nickels, since they were acquired 
with pennies and nickels collected by school children. 

#5 Lion Mural – This small mural was created near the top 
of a vertical cylinder which rises from the east end of the 
Clear Waters bridge.  The cylinder is part of a siphon, in 
which the wastewater from the pipes on the east side rises 
so that it flows by gravity to the treatment plant.

# 6 El Camino Trail Entrance - The small Pocket Park, 
located across from the entrance to Seneca Park, is the 
northern end of the El Camino trail.  This multi-use trail 
leads south thru the City of Rochester.   

#7 St. Paul Street –This was once a toll road, and in 1893 a 
tollgate house was erected north of this point.  An electric 
trolley line was constructed the same year.  It operated only 
in the summer, taking people to the shores of Lake Ontario.

#8 Seneca Towers and Carthage - Two hundred years ago, 
the area south of Seneca Towers was a settlement called 
Carthage.   Caleb Lyon, the first settler, built a house on 
land which is now part of the Rochester School for the Deaf.

#9 Seth Green Island - Just south of this bridge is a small 
island named for the "father of American fish culture”.  
Raised in Carthage, Seth founded a fish hatchery in 
Caledonia, the 1st in the U.S., which still raises brown trout.

#10 Veterans Memorial Bridge – This bridge was dedicated by the 
Gold Star Mothers in 1931.  It is a concrete arch faced with white 
granite.  The bridge spans 981 feet, making it the longest bridge in 
Rochester.  

#11 Palisaded Fort Site - In 1880, George Harris discovered the 
remains of a three-acre palisaded village, built here by Native 
Americans along this hillside.  The location featured numerous 
fresh-water springs and a quarry on the edge of the bluff where 
they obtained flint to make weapons and tools. 

# 12 Kings Landing & Hanford Landing Site – In 1797, King's 
Landing became the first settlement in what is now the city of 
Rochester.  The water flowing through streams in this area was 
ideal for powering small mills. But within a few years, Gideon King 
and his sons succumbed to "Genesee fever“.  In 1809, the Hanford 
Brothers built mills, warehouses, and a hotel here.

#13 Kings Landing Cemetery - Gideon King and his sons were the 
first to be buried here, in the oldest cemetery in Rochester. A 
memorial stone near the historic marker lists the names of all 
those known to be buried here. 

# 14 Kodak Research Labs - The buildings to the north were all 
part of Kodak Research Labs, which was once one of the premiere 
research facilities in America.  A remarkable invention, the color 
image sensor, which is used today in products ranging from Smart 
Phones to Digital Cinema Cameras, was developed here by Kodak 
scientists Peter Dillon and Al Brault. 

#15 Eastman Business Park - Kodak began manufacturing 
photographic film here in 1890.  In the 1980s, Kodak Park 
employed over 35,000 workers and had its own railroad 
locomotives, fire department, bowling alley, and shoe stores.  
Today, Eastman Business Park is a hub for new battery and energy 
storage technologies, and offers customers unique facilities for 
chemical development and production as well as food processing. 

#16 Eastman Memorial - This monument is inscribed, "George 
Eastman, 1854-1932" and his ashes rest in a bronze urn below.  
Mr. Eastman not only founded Kodak, he also  established the 
Eastman School of Music, and schools of dentistry in Rochester 
and London.  He funded the construction of the MIT campus and 
made major donations to Tuskegee University and Hampton 
University, historically black universities.

#17 Maplewood Pond - The pond is a nice spot to view geese and 
ducks.  Families have come here to watch the waterfowl for over 
100 years.  

Lower Genesee Loops Tour

1. Download 
“Tour Blend” 
from the App 

Store

2. Activate 
the Lower 
Genesee 

Loops Tour

3. Listen to the 
audio narration 

as you enjoy 
your walk

Tour Blend - Bringing Locations to Life - Tourblend.com

You can also use an iPhone to take guided tours along the Genesee River

#1 Lower Maplewood Park - Designed by the firm of 
Frederick Law Olmsted, the park provides a dramatic 
natural landscape on the west side of the Genesee River 
gorge.  The park includes a playground and a pond.

#2 Clean Waters Bridge- The bridge was built to hide two 6-
foot-diameter pipes which bring excess wastewater from 
the west side of the river to a treatment plant in on the east 
side.  Built in 1985, the twin arch ribs are 80 feet tall. Ramps 
and stairs provide safe pedestrian access to the bridge.

#3 One Cubic Foot – In 2015, photographer and 
environmentalist David Liittschwager documented the 
biodiversity of the Genesee River ecosystem.   He placed a 
one cubic foot frame into a shallow region of the river and 
recorded everything that moved in and out of the cube 
within a 24-hour period, creating a beautiful portrait of the 
rich biodiversity of the river.

# 4 Seneca Park Zoo - The Zoo started in 1894 by displaying 
deer and birds, and visitors could ride a Swan Boat around 
the pond located north of the current zoo.  In 1975, a grotto 
was built to house the Zoo's two famous polar bears.  They 
were named Penny and Nickels, since they were acquired 
with pennies and nickels collected by school children. 

#5 Lion Mural – This small mural was created near the top 
of a vertical cylinder which rises from the east end of the 
Clear Waters bridge.  The cylinder is part of a siphon, in 
which the wastewater from the pipes on the east side rises 
so that it flows by gravity to the treatment plant.

# 6 El Camino Trail Entrance - The small Pocket Park, 
located across from the entrance to Seneca Park, is the 
northern end of the El Camino trail.  This multi-use trail 
leads south thru the City of Rochester.   

#7 St. Paul Street –This was once a toll road, and in 1893 a 
tollgate house was erected north of this point.  An electric 
trolley line was constructed the same year.  It operated only 
in the summer, taking people to the shores of Lake Ontario.

#8 Seneca Towers and Carthage - Two hundred years ago, 
the area south of Seneca Towers was a settlement called 
Carthage.   Caleb Lyon, the first settler, built a house on 
land which is now part of the Rochester School for the Deaf.

#9 Seth Green Island - Just south of this bridge is a small 
island named for the "father of American fish culture”.  
Raised in Carthage, Seth founded a fish hatchery in 
Caledonia, the 1st in the U.S., which still raises brown trout.

#10 Veterans Memorial Bridge – This bridge was dedicated by the 
Gold Star Mothers in 1931.  It is a concrete arch faced with white 
granite.  The bridge spans 981 feet, making it the longest bridge in 
Rochester.  

#11 Palisaded Fort Site - In 1880, George Harris discovered the 
remains of a three-acre palisaded village, built here by Native 
Americans along this hillside.  The location featured numerous 
fresh-water springs and a quarry on the edge of the bluff where 
they obtained flint to make weapons and tools. 

# 12 Kings Landing & Hanford Landing Site – In 1797, King's 
Landing became the first settlement in what is now the city of 
Rochester.  The water flowing through streams in this area was 
ideal for powering small mills. But within a few years, Gideon King 
and his sons succumbed to "Genesee fever“.  In 1809, the Hanford 
Brothers built mills, warehouses, and a hotel here.

#13 Kings Landing Cemetery - Gideon King and his sons were the 
first to be buried here, in the oldest cemetery in Rochester. A 
memorial stone near the historic marker lists the names of all 
those known to be buried here. 

# 14 Kodak Research Labs - The buildings to the north were all 
part of Kodak Research Labs, which was once one of the premiere 
research facilities in America.  A remarkable invention, the color 
image sensor, which is used today in products ranging from Smart 
Phones to Digital Cinema Cameras, was developed here by Kodak 
scientists Peter Dillon and Al Brault. 

#15 Eastman Business Park - Kodak began manufacturing 
photographic film here in 1890.  In the 1980s, Kodak Park 
employed over 35,000 workers and had its own railroad 
locomotives, fire department, bowling alley, and shoe stores.  
Today, Eastman Business Park is a hub for new battery and energy 
storage technologies, and offers customers unique facilities for 
chemical development and production as well as food processing. 

#16 Eastman Memorial - This monument is inscribed, "George 
Eastman, 1854-1932" and his ashes rest in a bronze urn below.  
Mr. Eastman not only founded Kodak, he also  established the 
Eastman School of Music, and schools of dentistry in Rochester 
and London.  He funded the construction of the MIT campus and 
made major donations to Tuskegee University and Hampton 
University, historically black universities.

#17 Maplewood Pond - The pond is a nice spot to view geese and 
ducks.  Families have come here to watch the waterfowl for over 
100 years.  

Lower Genesee Loops Tour

1. Download 
“Tour Blend” 
from the App 

Store

2. Activate 
the Lower 
Genesee 

Loops Tour

3. Listen to the 
audio narration 

as you enjoy 
your walk

Tour Blend - Bringing Locations to Life - Tourblend.com

You can also use an iPhone to take guided tours along the Genesee River

#1 Lower Maplewood Park - Designed by the firm of 
Frederick Law Olmsted, the park provides a dramatic 
natural landscape on the west side of the Genesee River 
gorge.  The park includes a playground and a pond.

#2 Clean Waters Bridge- The bridge was built to hide two 6-
foot-diameter pipes which bring excess wastewater from 
the west side of the river to a treatment plant in on the east 
side.  Built in 1985, the twin arch ribs are 80 feet tall. Ramps 
and stairs provide safe pedestrian access to the bridge.

#3 One Cubic Foot – In 2015, photographer and 
environmentalist David Liittschwager documented the 
biodiversity of the Genesee River ecosystem.   He placed a 
one cubic foot frame into a shallow region of the river and 
recorded everything that moved in and out of the cube 
within a 24-hour period, creating a beautiful portrait of the 
rich biodiversity of the river.

# 4 Seneca Park Zoo - The Zoo started in 1894 by displaying 
deer and birds, and visitors could ride a Swan Boat around 
the pond located north of the current zoo.  In 1975, a grotto 
was built to house the Zoo's two famous polar bears.  They 
were named Penny and Nickels, since they were acquired 
with pennies and nickels collected by school children. 

#5 Lion Mural – This small mural was created near the top 
of a vertical cylinder which rises from the east end of the 
Clear Waters bridge.  The cylinder is part of a siphon, in 
which the wastewater from the pipes on the east side rises 
so that it flows by gravity to the treatment plant.

# 6 El Camino Trail Entrance - The small Pocket Park, 
located across from the entrance to Seneca Park, is the 
northern end of the El Camino trail.  This multi-use trail 
leads south thru the City of Rochester.   

#7 St. Paul Street –This was once a toll road, and in 1893 a 
tollgate house was erected north of this point.  An electric 
trolley line was constructed the same year.  It operated only 
in the summer, taking people to the shores of Lake Ontario.

#8 Seneca Towers and Carthage - Two hundred years ago, 
the area south of Seneca Towers was a settlement called 
Carthage.   Caleb Lyon, the first settler, built a house on 
land which is now part of the Rochester School for the Deaf.

#9 Seth Green Island - Just south of this bridge is a small 
island named for the "father of American fish culture”.  
Raised in Carthage, Seth founded a fish hatchery in 
Caledonia, the 1st in the U.S., which still raises brown trout.

#10 Veterans Memorial Bridge – This bridge was dedicated by the 
Gold Star Mothers in 1931.  It is a concrete arch faced with white 
granite.  The bridge spans 981 feet, making it the longest bridge in 
Rochester.  

#11 Palisaded Fort Site - In 1880, George Harris discovered the 
remains of a three-acre palisaded village, built here by Native 
Americans along this hillside.  The location featured numerous 
fresh-water springs and a quarry on the edge of the bluff where 
they obtained flint to make weapons and tools. 

# 12 Kings Landing & Hanford Landing Site – In 1797, King's 
Landing became the first settlement in what is now the city of 
Rochester.  The water flowing through streams in this area was 
ideal for powering small mills. But within a few years, Gideon King 
and his sons succumbed to "Genesee fever“.  In 1809, the Hanford 
Brothers built mills, warehouses, and a hotel here.

#13 Kings Landing Cemetery - Gideon King and his sons were the 
first to be buried here, in the oldest cemetery in Rochester. A 
memorial stone near the historic marker lists the names of all 
those known to be buried here. 

# 14 Kodak Research Labs - The buildings to the north were all 
part of Kodak Research Labs, which was once one of the premiere 
research facilities in America.  A remarkable invention, the color 
image sensor, which is used today in products ranging from Smart 
Phones to Digital Cinema Cameras, was developed here by Kodak 
scientists Peter Dillon and Al Brault. 

#15 Eastman Business Park - Kodak began manufacturing 
photographic film here in 1890.  In the 1980s, Kodak Park 
employed over 35,000 workers and had its own railroad 
locomotives, fire department, bowling alley, and shoe stores.  
Today, Eastman Business Park is a hub for new battery and energy 
storage technologies, and offers customers unique facilities for 
chemical development and production as well as food processing. 

#16 Eastman Memorial - This monument is inscribed, "George 
Eastman, 1854-1932" and his ashes rest in a bronze urn below.  
Mr. Eastman not only founded Kodak, he also  established the 
Eastman School of Music, and schools of dentistry in Rochester 
and London.  He funded the construction of the MIT campus and 
made major donations to Tuskegee University and Hampton 
University, historically black universities.

#17 Maplewood Pond - The pond is a nice spot to view geese and 
ducks.  Families have come here to watch the waterfowl for over 
100 years.  

Lower Genesee Loops Tour

1. downloAD  
“touR blend”  
FROm the  
App StORe

2. Activate  
youR  
Favorite  
touR

3. liSten to the 
AudiO narRAtIon 
As you enJoy 
youR walk

FRee AudiO-GuIDeD touRS AlOnG 
the GeneSee riverwAYCharlotte & Port of Rochester Walking Tour

Healthy precautions:
• Stay home if you’re not feeling well
• Wear a mask if people are nearby, and stay at least six feet away from others 
• Don’t touch, sit on, or lean against, benches, fences, and other objects
• Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds after returning home

This walking tour takes you along the 
mouth of the Genesee River in the 
Charlotte neighborhood of Rochester, 
from Lake Ontario to the O’Rorke Lift 
Bridge.  It then loops back along Lake 
Avenue, with a final stop at Abbott’s Ice 
Cream near the starting point. 

You can park your car or bike at Ontario 
Beach Park, the first top on the tour, 
which has plenty of free parking. 

The tour takes you through the park, then 
south along the west bank of the river and 
back along Lake Avenue  

Up River
Street

Follow 
Lake Ave

Follow Stutson St. 
to Lake Ave.

Walk along 
the boardwalk

Follow the 
River Trail

.

Along the way, you’ll see the 
oldest remaining lighthouse 
on Lake Ontario, a historic 
train station, a restored 
firehouse, and two large 
murals.  You’ll also learn how 
the British landed here 
during the War of 1812, and 
see one of the houses they 
occupied

Follow the 
River Trail

Follow 
Harbor Walk

Walking Tour Healthy Precautions:
• Stay home if you’re not feeling well
• Wear a mask if people are nearby, 

and stay at least six feet away  
from others

• Don’t touch, sit on, or lean against, 
benches, fences and other objects

• Wash your hands for at least 20 
seconds after returning home

the GeneSee river AlliAnCe And touR blend have created free 
audio-guided tours along the Genesee River Trail. You can enjoy these  
walking tours anytime, using your mobile phone. Start by downloading  
the free “Tour Blend” app from the Apple App Store or the Google 
Play Store, or use one of the links below in any mobile web browser:  

• ChARlotte And the port Of roChester walkInG touR
 https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2489
• lower GeneSee And maplewOod park walkInG touR
 https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2475
• lower FallS And Gorge walkInG touR
 https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2495
• ecOlOop At HiGh FallS walkInG touR
 https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2473
• downtown riverfront walkInG touR
 https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2493
• GeneSee river SoutH loOp walkInG touR
 https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2478

Charlotte & Port of Rochester Walking Tour

Healthy precautions:
• Stay home if you’re not feeling well
• Wear a mask if people are nearby, and stay at least six feet away from others 
• Don’t touch, sit on, or lean against, benches, fences, and other objects
• Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds after returning home

This walking tour takes you along the 
mouth of the Genesee River in the 
Charlotte neighborhood of Rochester, 
from Lake Ontario to the O’Rorke Lift 
Bridge.  It then loops back along Lake 
Avenue, with a final stop at Abbott’s Ice 
Cream near the starting point. 

You can park your car or bike at Ontario 
Beach Park, the first top on the tour, 
which has plenty of free parking. 

The tour takes you through the park, then 
south along the west bank of the river and 
back along Lake Avenue  

Up River
Street

Follow 
Lake Ave

Follow Stutson St. 
to Lake Ave.

Walk along 
the boardwalk

Follow the 
River Trail

.

Along the way, you’ll see the 
oldest remaining lighthouse 
on Lake Ontario, a historic 
train station, a restored 
firehouse, and two large 
murals.  You’ll also learn how 
the British landed here 
during the War of 1812, and 
see one of the houses they 
occupied

Follow the 
River Trail

Follow 
Harbor Walk

1. Download 
“Tour Blend” 
from the App 

Store

2. Activate the 
Charlotte & 

Port of 
Rochester Tour

3. Listen to the 
audio narration 

as you enjoy 
your walk

You can use an iPhone to take a guided tour of Charlotte & the Port of Rochester

#1 Ontario Beach Park – Whether taking a romantic 
stroll along the pier or boardwalk, riding the Historic 
1905 Dentzel Carousel, picnicking or swimming, Ontario 
Beach Park provides a perfect summer day at the beach. 

#2 Bath House – This Georgian style building, now called 
the Robach Community Center, was designed by J. 
Foster Warner, who also designed the East Avenue 
home of George Eastman. Although the original cupolas 
have been removed, the building maintains its original 
exterior from 1931. 

#3 Ontario beach – This is one of the best natural sand 
beaches along the Great Lakes.  It has been a popular 
swimming spot since the 1880s. Lifeguards are on duty 
during times when swimming is allowed. 

#4 Charlotte Pier – In 1829, the U.S. Government 
erected two parallel piers out into Lake Ontario.  Over 
the years, sand accumulated on west side of the western 
pier from the force of the waves, creating Ontario beach 
at Charlotte. 

#5 Dentzel Carousel – This historic carousel was 
installed here in 1905.  It features 52 hand-carved 
animals including horses, mules, ostriches and a tiger.  
This was the third carousel at the amusement park 
which was located here from 1884 until 1919. 

#6 View of Coast Guard Building - The white building 
across the river, built in 1939, is the U.S. Coast Guard 
station. Drownings were a leading cause of accidental 
deaths at the time.

#7 Port of Rochester Building – The original terminal 
building opened in 1932. In the early 2000s, the building 
was totally rebuilt.  Arrival and departure halls were 
added and used for the “Fast Ferry” to Toronto, which 
operated from 2004 – 2005.

#8 Marina –This boat harbor opened in 2016, at a cost 
almost $20 Million dollars.  The harbor area was once 
the site of a blast furnace that operated from 1868 until 
1927.

#9 Hojack Bridge site – The Hojack swing bridge rotated 
around a center pivot bearing which was located on top 
of a pier in the center of the Genesee River. 

# 10 Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse view – Up the bluff 
on the west bank of the river, you can see the Charlotte 
Genesee Lighthouse.   The white stone tower, built in 
1822, is 40 feet tall.  It was originally lit with 10 lamps 
fueled by whale oil.

#11 Railroad Station - Charlotte was once served by three 
different railroads. This New York Central station was built in 
1902, to replace an earlier station that was destroyed by a fire.  
It is now a seasonal restaurant.

#12 River Street Mural - The mural on the south side of this 
brick along River Street was created by the German artist 
known as “ecb” in 2014. In the mid-1800s, some fugitive slaves 
left the U.S. aboard steamers bound for Canada, after being 
hidden in buildings along River Street. 

#13 Bill Davis Overlook – This overlook is located at what was 
once the western approach road to the Stutson Street Bridge, 
a cantilevered drawbridge completed in 1917. It is named 
after the man who created the historical society and museum 
at the Charlotte Genesee Lighthouse and promoted the use of 
the Genesee River as a regional asset.

#14 Hose 22 - This historic firehouse, built in 1916, has been 
meticulously restored and now houses a restaurant. Two 
earlier fire companies combined to create Hose Company 22, 
which operated out of this building until 1962.  

#15 Latta - Meech House - This house, at 4545 Lake Avenue, is 
the oldest house in Charlotte and the second oldest in the 
county.  During the War of 1812, a British raiding party landed 
at Charlotte and some soldiers stayed in Samuel Latta’s house. 

#16 Mural by OverUnder- This untitled mural, by the artist 
known as OverUnder, was created in 2014.  It depicts seed 
pods, flowers, and sailboats.   Erik Burke lives in Reno, Nevada 
and creates place-specific murals throughout the world.

#17  Charlotte Lighthouse Grounds- The Charlotte Genesee 
Lighthouse was built in 1822, at a cost of $3,300.  Giles Holden 
was hired to be the first lighthouse keeper.  He was paid $350 
per year and allowed to stay in a two-room home built near 
the lighthouse.  In 1863, the original keeper’s house was 
replaced with the large brick house, which still stands today.

#18 Harbor Overlook - This overlook provides a nice view of 
the mouth of the Genesee River and the Port of Rochester. 
During the War of 1812, the British sailed into this port on four 
separate occasions. 

#19 Charlotte – History and Future - Lake Avenue in Charlotte 
has been a parade route as well as a gateway to a major port, 
an industrial site featuring a blast furnace, a grand amusement 
park.  Today it is the main route to a sandy beach park 
featuring summer concerts and picnics 

#20 Abbotts Custard  - In the early 1900s, Arthur Abbott 
entertained crowds at summer carnivals while perfecting his 
recipe for a special frozen dessert.  In 1926, he opened an ice 
cream stand here, across the street from Charlotte Beach. 

Charlotte & Port of Rochester Walking Tour

you Can AlSo downloAD, 
print, and follow the two-page pdf 
brochures for any of these walking 
tours, which are available at  
https://tourblend.com/gra/.

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/tour-blend/id982926197#?platform=iphone
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mytoursapp.android.app2860
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mytoursapp.android.app2860
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2489
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2489
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2475
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2475
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2495
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2495
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2473
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2473
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2493
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2493
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2478
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/2478
https://tourblend.com/gra/
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new touRS:  
StuRGeOn StORy And HiGh FallS HiStORy
TWO NEW TOURS, ARE BEING INTRODUCED DURING ROC THE RIVERWAY 2021.  

StuRGeOn StORy touR, In 
partnersHip with the SeneCa 
park ZoO
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/
tour/7993
The story of the Genesee River 
is long and complex. A story of 
abundance and balance, but also of 
overuse and mistreatment. A story 
of restoration and resilience. There 
is no better narrative for the  
Genesee River than the story of 
the lake sturgeon. On this tour, you 
can walk, bike, or boat along the 
Genesee, starting at Ontario Beach 
Park, while discovering how the 
once abundant lake sturgeon was 
pushed out of the area. Explore 
historic footage and interviews to 
get the full story of how the once 
extirpated (locally nonexistent)  
fish was reintroduced, and how 
it became a barometer for river 
health. A nearly two-decades long 
collaboration of local and national 
partners, the repatriation of the 
sturgeon has been well document-
ed and reached the milestone of 
spawning animals just this year.

HiGh FallS HiStORy touR, In 
partnersHip with GReentOpIa
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/
tour/7994
Take a guided audio tour of his-
toric Brown’s Race and Rochester’s 
High Falls. Long before the world 
was powered by electricity, or even 
steam, enterprising pioneers here 
in Rochester used the power of 
waterfalls to run more than 20 mills, 
while other factories created a wide 
range of products. Explore buildings 
where they milled wheat into flour 
and manufactured products ranging 
from marshmallows to fire engines.  
The Brown’s Race power canal was 
constructed in 1815. Diverting water 
from above High Falls, the raceway 
was over 1200 feet long, 30-feet 
wide, and five-and-a-half feet deep. 
Today, the Brown’s Race area is a 
National Register Historic District. A 
portion of the raceway has become 
the FlourGarden, a 300-foot-long 
sustainable garden featuring native, 
non-invasive plantings and sustain-
able water works features.  

new GeneSee riverwAY  
tRAil websIte
The Genesee River Alliance  
is introducing a new  
mobile website GRtrail.org 
to help access a wide range 
of content for attractions and 
events along the Genesee 
River, from the Erie Canal to 
Lake Ontario. QR codes (as 
shown above) on trail bollards 
and signs will enable residents 
and visitors to easily access 
resources for exploring and 
enjoying more than 100 sites 
along the Genesee River. 

https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/7993
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/7993
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/7994
https://tourblend.stqry.app/1/tour/7994
http://GRtrail.org
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ROC the Riverway Project Status
Below is a list of ROC the Riverway projects that are either recently completed, ongoing or expected to 

begin in 2021 Numerous other projects will soon enter the design phase. Expect to see a variety of projects 
implemented in subsequent years as we continue to transform the riverfront! Follow the project website for 

status updates and a link to the overall Vision Plan at www.cityofrochester.gov/roctheriverway

    Project Completion Status Description 
Aqueduct 
Reimagined & 
Riverfront 
Promenades 

Fall 2025 Initiation The centerpiece of ROC the Riverway will remove the Broad Street 
road deck and restore the historic 1834 Erie Canal Aqueduct over 
the Genesee into an iconic central gathering place on the river at 
the heart of the city, while enabling completion of the Riverway 
Trail along both sides of the river through Downtown Rochester. 

Charles Carroll 
Plaza & Sister 
Cities Bridge 

Fall 2023 Under 
Construction 

The complete renovation of Charles Carroll Plaza and the Sister 
Cities Bridge is well underway.  The project will result in a greener, 
more welcoming public space with playful and artistic elements, 
provide full accessibility, and Genesee Riverway Trail connectivity. 

Riverside 
Convention 
Center – South 
Terrace 

Summer 
2024 

Design The recently renovated north terrace of the Convention Center 
will be extended to the south, affording even greater public 
access to sweeping views of the downtown riverscape, along with a 
new river-facing addition to the Convention Center. 

Pont de 
Rennes 

Fall 2023 Design Significant structural repairs will be made to preserve this historic 
bridge while a more dynamic public space on the bridge with new 
lighting, overlooks, plantings, benches, and more will be provided. 
The adjacent Granite Mills Commons will also be renovated to 
provide an enhanced, vibrant public space. 

ROC City 
Skate Park 

Fall 
2020 

Phase 1 
Complete 

This vibrant skate park opened to the public in fall 2020 and has 
brought life and vitality to the downtown riverfront.  Design of 
Phase 2, which will expand the Skate Park with additional features 
and amenities, will begin in fall 2021 for 2023 construction. 

Phase 2 
Initiation 

Corn Hill  
Navigation 

Summer 
2022 

Additional 
Fundraising 

Corn Hill Navigation will be returning its popular tour boat service 
to downtown, from Corn Hill Landing, featuring sunset cruises, 
educational programs, and historic excursions. 

Brewery Line 
Trail 

Fall 2022 Design New amenities, art, and lighting were completed at High Falls 
Terrace Park in 2018. Major trail upgrades and other enhancements 
are in final design with construction to begin in spring 2022. 

Genesee 
Crossroads Park 

Fall 2024 Initiation The park and public promenade along the east side of the river, 
between Main Street and Andrews Street, will be completely 
rebuilt to provide enhanced connectivity and accessibility, as 
well as new lighting, landscaping, and other amenities. 

Blue Cross 
Arena  
Riverside 
Addition 

Fall 2023 Design The first phase of improvements, completed in spring 2021, 
included construction of a two-story addition and interior 
renovations at the west side of the arena along Exchange Blvd. 
The second phase, now in design, involves an addition to the east 
side of the arena along the river. This phase will add a full service 
bar and restaurant with an expanded concession area above. 

Inner Loop 
North 
Transformation  

Winter 
2021-22 

Study  
Underway 

Exploration of options for removing the northern segment of the 
Inner Loop, following the success of the nationally-acclaimed 
Inner Loop East project. A preferred concept will be chosen for 
advancement to engineering and design in early 2022. 

Rundel 
Library North 
Terrace 

Spring 2022 Under 
Construction 

This dynamic new public space adjacent to the historic Rundel 
Library building, which is well underway, will include a major 
public art installation and enhanced views of the river. 

West River Wall 
Improvements 

Spring 2022 Under 
Construction 

Reconstruction of the aging river wall from Corn Hill Landing to 
Ford Street provides a new trail alignment, lighting, and 
landscaping, as well as a new public plaza and accessible docks. 

Genesee 
Gateway Park 

Fall 
2022 

Design A complete redesign of the park will enhance connectivity to and 
along the riverfront, provide direct access to the water through 
a new hand-carry boat launch, and improve playability for people 
of all ages. 

 

http://www.cityofrochester.gov/roctheriverway

